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Meeting Called to Order at 7:30 
 

This meeting is held in accordance with the open Public Meeting Act, NJSA, 10:4-1 et seq./ 
Annual notice having been forwarded to the New Jersey Herald / New Jersey Sunday Herald and 

posted on the bulletin board maintained in the Municipal Building for public announcements. 
 

Salute to the Flag 
 

Roll Call at 7:31 
Present:   Jen Barone, Jule Girman, Bradley Hoferkamp, Pat Hoferkamp, 

Richard Schindelar, Joel Servoss, Georgia Schilling, John Young 
Not Present:  Jerry Scanlan, Elide Young  

 
Open to Public-    Mike Herring and Alexandra Cavagrotti are present 
 
Approval of Minutes:   August 23rd, 2017 – Georgia motioned, Joel 2nd.  All in favor. 
  
 
Mail: Discussed phone call on September 5th from a resident regarding 

mosquito spraying.  She was concerned about the effects of the 
chemicals and asked if residents could receive prior notice of 
spraying so they could prepare.  Jule called Paige Lockburner of 
Sussex County Mosquito Control who confirmed the spraying 
schedule on their website.  They are also required to notify 
municipalities at least 12 hours before.  John stated it would be 
ideal if they waited until the evening to spray when the bees 
aren’t present.  Jule added that the beekeepers are on the 
automatic call list.  Jen said she forgot they were spraying and 
had a headache afterwards.  She’s concerned about notifying 
people in the future. Jule asked for suggestions of what we can 
do to notify residents.  Suggestions were; The Hopatcong 
Calendar, 3-in-1 Deli, Farmer’s Market, sign in town on clock, 
flier at Senior Center, and Hopatcong Happenings.  there should 
be a phone number for people to call. Rich suggested the 
Honeywell alert would be a good idea.   Pat asked when does the 
spraying stop for the season and Jule answered that it usually 
stops in October and is over for this year. Rich gave us a report 
with a breakdown of mosquito control for the month of 
September. Hopatcong is a 6 on the list for West Nile Virus.  
Jule found the year-to-year precipitation interesting. 
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 ANJEC needed our Senior Center for a workshop on Stormwater 
Control on November 1st but it was unavailable. Chris Obropta 
couldn’t move his date so they scheduled it at the Roxbury 
Municipal building on the same date from 7pm-9pm.  Borough 
officials and Environmental Commission members are 
encouraged to call ANJEC to sign up.  They are looking to boost 
up the attendants but this also conflicts with the council meeting.  
Georgia asked if there is a fee.  Jule responded that it is $15 but 
the Environmental Commission would not have to pay because 
we signed up for a workshop. Later ANJEC offered to waive the 
fee for anyone who asked.   

 
 Mayor’s Pride Clean Communities Work Program started two 

weeks ago.  Bradley explained that it is a program where people 
can do community service in lieu of paying fines.  He is looking 
for suggestions for work ideas.  Jule said someone dumped brush 
and bags of leaves on the Leo Avenue Spur  
Trail.  Jule will locate them and inform Bradley of exact 
location.  There is also a boat on Camp Trail that would be a  
project for community service or the DPW if power tools were 
needed.  John suggested that as the program grows they could 
empty garbage cans at the playing fields.  Jen said Modick park 
has glass everywhere that needs to be cleaned up.  Georgia asked 
how much credit the people receive.  Bradley answered, $50/day.  
Any other suggestions should be directed to Bradly.   

 
 Welcome sign on Lakeside Blvd is complete.  Pat said she hadn’t 

noticed it.  John said it isn’t very big but the rocks make it more 
noticeable.  They also make it less likely to be plowed down, 

 
 Highlands Council meeting was held in Hopatcong on September 

26th for public comments pretaining to their proposals to amend 
the Regional Master Plan.  Rich attended. It was one of six 
meetings that will be held to gather information.   
 

Old Business:    Emerald Ash Bore article in Lake Hopatcong News was 
discussed.  Jon Raflowski is an expert on trees.  Jule suggested 
he come to an EC meeting to speak to us.  All were in favor of 
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the idea.  Jen said she will put an invitation on Facebook to invite 
the public to that meeting.   

 
The ribbon cutting ceremony was successful with an excellent 
turnout.  Jule noticed some vandalism on the trail recently.  
Someone took the two signs at Camp Trail as well as the blazes 
on the initial section of the trail. There is also a scratched sign on 
hilltop behind the field. Rich said the trail needs a trail camera. 
Jule would like to go door-to-door and ask if anyone has 
information on the missing signs in hopes of getting them back. 

 
 Invasive Species Strike Force Workshop sponsored by the LHF 

was held on September 9th.  Marion Murdock was in attendance. 
Jule reported that Donna at the LHF said it was good and very 
informative-she and Holly learned a lot.  Jule would like to 
schedule another workshop in the Spring and invite the public.   

 
 Discussed impact of Hopatcong Borough decision to support the 

new funding from the DEP for lake maintenance.  Georgia is 
worried that it will be resident’s responsibility once the money 
runs out.  Joel asked if all four towns signed up.  Rich answered, 
yes.  Bradley added that the lady from the DEP who was getting 
the four towns to sign up is becoming an advocate for us.  
Georgia said she noticed a hydro raker on Lake Musconetcong.  
Joel said Lake Musconetcong got a grant to buy it.   

 
 Apple Pie and Art was held on Sept 23rd and was successful.  It 

will be slightly different next year and will be held in the 
school’s gym.  Georgia said that will be great because we won’t 
have to worry about the weather.  

I. Administrative: 
• Treasurer Report– Georgia S. No updates.  Jule suggested we use some of the money to 

purchase giveaways for next year. Jule suggested maybe t-shirts or hats.  Rich asked if 
we need anything specific for the tree giveaway but we are okay there. We will have a 
vote at our next meeting. 

 
II. Outreach & EducationInvasive Weed Education and Control 

Completion Date:  Ongoing 
Status:   Jule suggested to video some sites around town and identify invasives for FB.  Add list on 

annual calendar of invasive plants to avoid when landscaping. 
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MWA Water Testing  
Owner:   Jule G 
Completion Date:   Ongoing 
Status: Next water testing October 29th 

 
Creative Arts Council 
Owner:  Jule Girman 
Status: Next event is Snowman’s Park.  Pick up snowman blanks at the Borough from 11/13 

through 11/21.  Return decorated snowman by 11/28.  Will be displayed starting 12/1. 
 

III.. Site Plan Review 
• Land Use Board: Rich S – Nothing new to report 

 

IV,     Land Use Planning 
• Open space/trails: Elide Young – not present.  No meetings were held.   
• Wildlife Management Task Force: John Young – Trying to get numbers.  There are more 

hunters on Stanhope/Sparta road.  He’s curious if it’s because of bow season.  It’s difficult to 
get numbers because of the way the state breaks up territory.   

 
Pat added comments on Mariner’s Point.  She said the town houses that are complete look better 
than she anticipated.  The back row of completed units has a 2-car garage as an incentive vs the 
waterfront spaces.  Also less steps.  All who have been in them agree. 

 
Open to the public:  Alexandra Cavagrotti, the new watershed ambassador introduced 

herself.  She said people need ambassadors for any projects 
regarding the preservation of our watershed, presentations for 
groups, and training for testing the health of our streams.  If there 
is anything we’d like help with, please let her know.  Jen told her 
we tried to coordinate a raingarden for the Senior Center.  John 
asked her if there is a typical design for a raingarden.  Alex told 
him there is no set design but there is a certain depth.   
There is now a bench at the Senior Ctr in the spot we’d originally 
thought of doing a raingarden.  The bench was a Girl Scout troop 
project.  Georgia said maybe we could incorporate the bench 
with the raingarden.  She said it would be useful and look nice.  
Joel asked Alex if the goal of a raingarden was to cut down on 
storm water.  Alex answered, yes.   
Alex gave us cards and told us she will attend more meetings.  

 
Adjournment:  Motion to adjourn:  Georgia motioned, Pat seconded. All in favor. 

Meeting adjourned 8:46pm. 
Next Meeting – November 29, 2017 
 


